
COMMITTEE OF ALDERMANIC ALMONERS, COMMON COUNCIL GOVERNORS 
AND DONATION GOVERNORS OF CHRIST'S HOSPITAL 

Monday, 20 March 2017  
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee of Aldermanic Almoners, Common 
Council Governors and Donation Governors of Christ's Hospital held at 

Guildhall, EC2 on Monday, 20 March 2017 at 11.00 am 
 

Present 
 
Members: 
Marianne Fredericks (Chairman) 
Deputy Henry Pollard (Deputy Chairman) 
Randall Anderson 
Deputy John Barker 
Nicholas Bensted-Smith 
Vivienne Littlechild 
Wendy Mead 
Ann Pembroke 
Ian Seaton 
Alderman Sir Alan Yarrow 
 

 
Officers: 
Gemma Stokley  
Dr Andrew Wines 
Sarah Clifton 

- Town Clerk’s Department 
- Head of Admissions, Christ’s Hospital 
- Development Officer, Christ’s Hospital  

  
1. APOLOGIES  

Apologies for absence were received from Deputy Catherine McGuinness and 
John Scott. 
 

2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
Mr Seaton declared a non-pecuniary interest, stating that he was currently a 
serving Governor of King Edward’s School, Witley. 
 

3. MINUTES  
The public minutes of the meeting held on 15 April 2016 were considered and 
approved as a correct record. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
Appointment of Donation Governors (page 2) – The Chairman reported that, 
with Dennis Cotgrove now also due to step down from the Court of Common 
and, therefore, from this Committee, Members would now need to appoint three 
additional Donation Governors (one in the room of Dennis Cotgrove as 
Donation Governor for Francesca Shannon, one in the room of Lucy Frew as 
Donation Governor for Calvin Nifah and one as Donation Governor for the 
City’s chosen 2017 presentee) at their April 2017 meeting.  
 



It was reported that Wendy Mead, whose presentee was set to leave the 
School this Summer, was content to act as Donation Governor for Francesca 
Shannon in the room of Dennis Cotgrove. Deputy Henry Pollard, whose 
presentee had left the School last Summer, was content to act as Donation 
Governor for Calvin Nifah in the room of Lucy Frew. The Town Clerk clarified 
that these appointments would need to be formalised at the April 2017 meeting 
and were also subject to these Members being re-elected to the Court of 
Common Council at the City’s all-out elections later this week.  
 
The Chairman went on to refer to the existing vacancies on this Committee 
which would now be re-advertised to all Members at the May 2017 Court of 
Common Council meeting. 
 
Freedom of the City – Corporal Leaky (page 2) – Several Members of the 
Committee, including the Chairman, commented that they had been privileged 
to attend the Freedom Ceremony for Corporal Leaky alongside several 
students from Christ’s Hospital, held at the Guildhall last year. 
 
Information flow from Christ’s Hospital (page 3) – Members commented 
that they were very grateful for the improvements made in this area and 
thanked the Development Officer and Head of Admissions for their efforts here.  
 

4. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE  
Governance Changes at Christ’s Hospital 
In response to a question from Members regarding ongoing Governance 
changes at Christ’s Hospital, the Development Officer undertook to provide the 
Committee with a written update on these for consideration at their next 
meeting in April 2017.  
 
A Member commented that it was his understanding that the number of City 
representatives would remain the same under the new revised structure.   
 
Maths Challenge in the City 
In response to a question, the Head of Admissions reported that 50 Christ’s 
Hospital pupils had run an event at Guildhall last week to promote the 
opportunities at the School to students in central London primary schools. He 
was pleased to report that the event had been a great success and had been 
attended by a total of 126 year 5 pupils from various different primary schools 
across London. 
 

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT  
Next meeting 
The Town Clerk reminded Members that the next meeting of this Committee 
would take place at 11.00am on Thursday 13th April and would be followed by 
lunch with all of the City’s Christ’s Hospital presentees and their 
parents/guardians in Guildhall Club from 12.30pm. 
 
 
 



Stephen Hawking’s Freedom Ceremony 
The Chairman reported that she had been delighted by the number of Christ’s 
Hospital students that were present at the recent ceremony held for Professor 
Stephen Hawking when he received the Freedom of the City of London at 
Guildhall.   
 

6. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  
RESOLVED - That under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act. 
 
  Item No.    Exemption Paragraph(s) 
               8            1 
 

7. NON-PUBLIC MINUTES  
The non-public minutes of the meeting held on 15 April 2017 were considered 
and approved as a correct record.  
 

8. APPLICATIONS FOR PRESENTATION  
The Committee considered applications for the City’s 2017 Presentation for 
Christ’s Hospital.  
 

9. QUESTIONS ON NON-PUBLIC MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE  
There were no questions raised in the non-public session.  
 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
WHILST THE PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED  
There were no additional, urgent items of business for consideration in the non-
public session.  

 
 

The meeting ended at 11.45 am 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chairman 
 
 
 
Contact Officer: Gemma Stokley 
tel. no. 020 7332 1407 
gemma.stokley@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
 


